PRODUCT

BULLETIN December 3, 2004
TO: Newport HT50 Ventilator North American Distributors
SUBJECT: Two New HCPCS Codes for Obtaining Third Party Reimbursement for

the Newport HT50 Ventilator

Since the beginning of 2004, Newport has worked diligently to demonstrate to the SADMERC and the

National Panel why the 2004 HCPCS (Healthcare Common Procedure Coding System) coding decisions for

Medicare reimbursement for home ventilators were inappropriate as they applied to the HT50 Ventilator.
The National Panel and SADMERC have revised the codes for 2005.

Starting January 1, 2005, two new codes may be used for obtaining Medicare reimbursement for the
Newport HT50 Ventilator:

EO463: Pressure Support ventilator with volume control mode, may include pressure control mode,
used with invasive interface (e.g. tracheostomy tube).

EQO464:. Pressure Support ventilator with volume control mode, may include pressure control mode,
used with non-invasive interface (e.g. mask).

Please note that these are the same codes used in obtaining reimbursement for the Achieva, iVent, LTV950
& 1000 and T-Bird Legacy Ventilators.

Providers should contact their regional DMERC with questions regarding claim coverage.

If you have any questions about this bulletin, please contact Newport Clinical Education: 1.949.642.3910
ext. 218 or email: clinical@NewportNMI.com.
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November 24, 2004

Cyndy Miller, Director of Clinical Education
Newport Medical Instruments

P.O. Box 2600

Newport Beach, CA 92658

Re:  Newport HT50-H Ventilator
Dear Ms. Miller:

In response to changes in the Healthcare Common Procedure Coding System (HCPCS), we are providing the
following Coding Verification information to use for your product(s) when billing Medicare. The
SADMERC recognizes and acknowledges the National Panel decisions as changes are made each year to the
HCPCS coding system.

In order to ensure appropriate billing to Medicare, these HCPCS coding decisions for your product(s) were
reviewed by the SADMERC for correct coding category placement. It 1s our determination that the above
listed product(s) meet(s) the description and characteristics of the HCPCS code for a pressure support
ventilator. Therefore, the correct Medicare billing code for the product(s) is/are

E0463 Pressure support ventilator with volume control mode, may include pressure control mode,
used with invasive interface (e.g. tracheostomy tube).

E0464 Pressure support ventilator with volume control mode, may include pressure control mode,
used with non-invasive interface (e.g. mask).

The above listed product(s) and HCPCS code(s) will be effective January 1, 2005. The product(s) will be
added to the Product Classification List. Classification lists are located on our website at
www.palmettogha.com. Our HCPCS Coding Helpline is available toll free at 1-877-735-1326.

This HCPCS coding decision applies to your product(s) as reviewed by the SADMERC in response to the
HCPCS National Panel decision(s). Any modification to the product(s) could change the HCPCS code and
would need to be reviewed for coding verification. Assignment of a HCPCS code to the product(s) should
in no way be construed as an approval or endorsement of the product(s) by SADMERC or Medicare, nor
does it imply or guarantee claim reimbursement or coverage. For questions regarding claim coverage or
reimbursement please contact your regional DMERC.
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If you have any questions regarding this coding decision, please contact me at the address below or by
telephone at telephone at (803) 763-8111.

Sincerely,

Bonnie Brooks, RN

Manager, SADMERC HCPCS Review
SADMERC

cc: DMERCs
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